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Capturing faith

Rick Nahmias’ photos
find spirituality in the
state’s marginalized
communitics,

MITCcHELL LANDEBRERG

Noclear, common thread
tes a Medean sex warker in
Ban Franclsco o members
al @ deal Mommon communi-
iy in San Diego, Little woulkd
gt Lo eonnest the former
nuns of the Immaculate
Heart Comrmunity in Santn
Barbarn with prison in-
mates at San Quentin or
Chino

The same could be said af
recovering drug addicts in
Culver City and Cambodinn
refugees in Santa Ana, AIDS
patients in West Hollywood
and members of a Native
Ameriean tribe In Santa
HRoam,

Rick Mahmlas saw o con-
nection, though. A Los An-
geles-bnsed pholographer
who |5 drown to marginal-
ized communitles, Mahmios
found that all of these dispa-
rabe Californinns sharmed a
sense of spirtuality that in-
Moged and helped define
thelr lhves. As he spent time
with them, e sald he found
“stories of dignity and sto-
ries of people golng agalmel
the grain.*

The result was “Golden
Bintes of Grace: Prayers of
the Disinherited,” o book of
photographs, prayers and
ommentiry about and by 1
groups of peaple living. in
aome way, outside sodisty's

Los Angeles Times
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“THE DISINHERITED": Forystal, a tronssexuel sex worker in San Fransisco,
holds n devotional card of St. Jude, the Catholio patron seint of lost causes.

malnstredatn. (8 elso In-
elades African Amerbean
Pentecostalist and Baptist
comunltles inthe San Joa-
quin Vdley nnd o transgen:
derguspel cholrin San Pran-
HISG0L )

Mahmins sald he spent
thres years on the project,
photographing and recaord-
Ing Interdews with mem-
bers of Che various groups.
The book, which he ilso pro-
duced as a multimedls gal-
lery exhibition, is flled with
black-and - wiits phioto-
graphs that are, by turma,

houanting, jovful and serene
—reflecting grace in even
the most diffteuls of elrewum-
Slances

There |5 the image of tso
Buddhist cellmates ot San
Guentin, sitiing on Dunk
beds for mormning prayer,
searching for peace in &
place where that must be o
rre quality,

There Is Krysial, u truns-
sioounl  sex  worker from
Pusrto Valiarta, Mexico,
now working in S8an Fran
clsco, who holds o devo-
tional card of St. Jude, the

Catholie patron salnt of bost
ClillSEE,

Tiere is Mark, & shirtbess
muan covened in tattoos that
refbect N8 S8earch (0T menr-
ing in Hinduiam, Buddhism,
Iglarm and Judsizm: b vms
photographed at  Belt
T Shuvah, a Jewish halfany
house in Culver City for
those struggling with sddic-
Lion

Throughout, Nahmins
has Intersoven COMERER-
tory and proyers from the
subjects of the photographs

He intentionally pleced

LATIMES COM

in unexpected places

BEHIND BARS: Marty, o Vietnam veteran serving
& life sentence for murder, studbes Buddhism.

prayers (oI One grouD et
o photographsof another, o
waiy, he gald, of emphasizing
the untversal nature of rell-
glan.

B, for ingtance, beglkde g
photograph of 0 member of
Wamen of Wisdom, o group
thnt brings femake prison in-
miates together with women
from the sumounding com-
munity, there k& 8 quotathon
from & member of Transcen-
dence, the transgender gos-
ped chodr.

T Godwasvithmewhen
I'wason erack” it beging, “If
b weas with me when Iwas in
prison; i he was with me
when [ was comemiiiing
criemes, and kept me, I Ehink
e loves mes, ™

Sister Suzanne Jobro, o
Catnolle nun who leads
Women of Wisdom, said
Mahmins vislted her group
at the California Institution

for Women in Ching this
week and showed & mulil-
medin slide show of thie
book. She called 1€ *a Erans-
formnotional experience™ as
the women siw photos of
themselves projected along-
slde those alothers

“As they looked at all
these groups, their reflee-
thom was, 'Dn Iy, we're all
ame, it's the spiritunlity that
unites us" " she zaid. “You
knew, peaphe Aght over their
religions, but splntuajlr.y 1=
[uniting . o if vou dig decp
aROUEN, YL Eolng o ind
the common welspring
where we're all one, all in
el of the sscred, Whinlewver
it s for you, It r'll-ll:_-'tlE dilfer-
ent thon It i fer mie, bait
we're all In need of 1. Bo it
Wik prefty powerful =
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